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Registration is Now Open for this Popular Course Series:  

Designing the Smart Grid for Sustainable Communities 
Available for Graduate Credit through PSU's College of Urban and Public Affairs, and for 

Professional Development Certificate of Completion through PSU's Center for Public Service 
Winter and Spring Terms, 2015 

 
Winter Term: Wednesday evenings, January 14-March 18, 6:40-9:40 pm 

Spring Term: Wednesday evenings, April 1-June 10, 6:40-9:40 pm 
Portland State University, Urban Center Room 204 (Distance Learning Center) 

Registration for Winter Term professional development participants will be accepted through January 
23; all class sessions will be recorded, and you can stream any session you miss. 

 
The Winter Term course “The Smart Grid and Sustainable Communities: Making the Connections” 
focuses on the future of the electricity industry in the Pacific Northwest. Participants will explore the 
implications of new and emerging technologies, business and regulatory models, consumer 
empowerment, and other opportunities to support a cleaner, more climate-friendly & sustainable 
energy future. The Spring Term course “Making the Smart Grid Work in the Real World” deepens the 
knowledge base with regular class sessions and presentations; it also provides opportunities to apply 
this knowledge to "real world" projects. Both terms are treated much like a graduate seminar in which 
participants, a seven-person faculty team, and nationally known guest presenters work closely together.  
We recommend taking both courses in sequence since the Spring Term class builds on the Winter Term. 
However, sequencing is not required and the course faculty will work with individuals who begin in the 
Spring Term and help them catch up. 
 
This seminar series is designed to serve two target audiences: 

 Graduate students in engineering, information technology, public administration/policy, urban 
planning, business, economics, law, and related fields. 

 Mid-career professionals from the utility, IT, public administration, urban and transportation 
planning, business, legal, and related communities; as a part of their professional development.   

 
For more information on: 

 The seven members of the exceptional course faculty team:  here.  

 Information on the course’s guest presenters and advisory team members: here.  

 Distance Learning options for participation anywhere:  here. 

 The preliminary course plan for Winter Term and previous course syllabi: here. 

 Registration for Graduate Student Track and Professional Development Track:  here. 

 Testimonials from students who participated in earlier versions of this course: here.  

 Course books and other readings:  here.  

 The course origins, approach, value and results, plans for the 2015 edition of the course, examples 
of guest presenters and advisory team members, and related topics:  here. 

 
If you have additional questions, please contact: 

 Jeff Hammarlund, Lead Faculty and Program Manager: 503-249-0240 or hammarj@pdx.edu;  

 Dan Trifone, Program Coordinator: 503-725-5114 or dtrifone@pdx.edu. 
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