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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2018
8:30- 9:00 a.m.

Welcome Remarks and 2018 Captain Williams Ocean Energy Leadership Award
Presentation

REMARKS:
Jason Busch, Executive Director, Pacific Ocean Energy Trust, Co-Chair, Marine Energy Council
Captain Rick Williams, Oregon Applied Research
Special Video Message from Oregon U.S. Senator, Jeff Merkley
9:00- 9:45 a.m.

Donald Furman, Fix the Grid: California, Energy Policy, and the Future of Energy in the
West

9:45- 11:00 a.m.

West Coast Energy Policies and Their Effects on Energy Markets for Marine Renewables

In light of the various policy measures, such as regionalization and carbon pricing, that are developing in
California, Oregon, and Washington, what will the market for marine renewables look like in the future? This
panel of regional energy experts will dive into this question, and provide some insights derived from today's
reality, existing trends, and predictions for the future.
MODERATOR:
Rebecca O’Neil, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
SPEAKERS:
Lauren McCloy, Office of Governor Jay Inslee
Chris Potter, Ocean Protection Council
Adam Schultz, Oregon Department of Energy
11:00- 11:30 a.m.

Networking Break – Sponsored by Energy Trust of Oregon

11:30- 11:45 a.m.

Necy Sumait, BOEM: Update on Wind Energy Call Areas

11:45- 12:00 p.m.

Paul Gay, Marine Energy Council: Update on Federal Budgets for Marine Renewable
Energy

12:00- 1:00 p.m.

Lunchtime Keynote: National & Regional Ocean Policy and Planning Update

SPEAKERS:
Sandra Whitehouse, Senior Policy Advisor for Ocean Conservancy for the Ocean Policy
Piece
John Hansen, West Coast Regional Ocean Partnership (formerly West Coast RPB)
1:00- 2:15 p.m.

Speaker Series

In lieu of a traditional panel, this portion of the event will present several 15 minute presentations from a variety
of individuals doing research related to marine renewable energy. Each speaker will be given 10 minutes to
present, followed by 5 minutes of question and answer.

	
  

	
  

SPEAKERS:
Drs. Molly Gear and Andrea Copping, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory- Whale
Cable Interaction Video
Dr. Ben Best, EcoQuants - Spatial Overlap of U.S. Marine Renewable Energy with Human
Uses & Ecological Resources
Jesse Roberts, Sandia National Laboratory - MHK Environmental Compliance Cost
Reductions Strategies
Dr. Marisa McNatt, University of Colorado - Policy & Decision-Making for Marine
Renewables: The Importance of Local Leadership & Knowledge Co-Production
Aaron Porter, Mott MacDonald - Serial Installation of Marine Renewable: Case Study and
Relevant Lessons Learned from the Oil and Gas Industry
2:15- 2:45 p.m.

Networking Break – Sponsored by Integral Consulting

2:45- 4:00 p.m.

The Science and Art of Permitting of Marine Renewable Energy Projects

Marine renewable energy projects are increasing in number, though still very limited overall. But successful
deployments improve the permitting process through building familiarity both with the technologies and their
actual effects on the ocean and its users. This panel will explore some of the newest concepts and lessons
learned from those deployments, such as data transferability, risk reduction and risk based proportionality,
and applicability of one type of technology development for other technologies. The goal of this panel is to help
MHK and OSW companies to more efficiently and effectively manage the permitting process.
MODERATOR:
Cherise Gaffney, Stoel Rives
SPEAKER:
Justin Klure, Pacific Energy Ventures
Sharon Kramer, H.T. Harvey & Associates
Andrea Copping, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Gabriel Alsenas, Southeast National Marine Renewable Energy Center
4:00- 5:15 p.m.

Status of Technologies That Can Affect the Future of Marine Renewables

The terms "solar" and "storage" more frequently appear together as part of the solutions for a clean energy
future. Other technologies and utility mechanisms are emerging, as well, that have the potential to impact the
market for marine renewables. This panel will provide an update on those technologies to help keep the marine
renewables sector aware of cost and trends in the energy marketplace.
MODERATOR:
Bryce Yonkers, Smart Grid NW
SPEAKERS:
Suzanne Leta, Sun Power
Bill Holmes, K&L Gates
Ian Guerry, Engine
Shanna Brownstein, NW Natural
5:15- 5:45 p.m.

INORE students report out on their day-long effort to answer important MHK research
questions.

5:45- 7:30 p.m.

Conference Welcome Reception – Sponsored by Prosper Portland

	
  

	
  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2018
8:45- 9:00 a.m.

Opening Remarks

9:00- 10:15 a.m.

MHK: Technology Update: 10 Minute Fastpitch

This session will mix things up a bit by hosting a 10-minute "fastpitch" update for wave energy technology
companies. The presenters are free to highlight their technologies, successes, respective markets, and their
paths to commercialization. Each speaker will be given exactly 10 minutes, with 15 minutes of question and
answer from the audience at the end of the session.
MODERATOR:
Matt Sanders, Pacific Ocean Energy Trust
SPEAKER:
Reenst Lesemann, Columbia Power Technologies
Brad Ling, NW Energy Innovations
Mike Morrow, M3
Kwansun Ahn, Ingine
Tony Lewis, Ocean Energy USA
Tim Mundon, Oscilla Power
9:00- 10:15 a.m.

OSW: National Laboratories Focus on Offshore Wind

This panel will highlight the various programs and studies related to Offshore Wind recently concluded or
currently underway at several national laboratories around the country.
MODERATOR:
Patrick Gilman, US DOE Wind Energy Technology Office
SPEAKER:
William Shaw, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Jesse Roberts, Sandia National Laboratory
Amy Robertson, National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Dev Millstein, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
10:15- 10:45 a.m.

Networking Break & Exhibits

10:45- 12:00 p.m.

MHK: Maritime Markets Deepdive: Hydrogen

Hydrogen markets already exist, and new uses and markets are developing. Is hydrogen generation from marine
renewables a viable option that could increase the value of the energy, as well as provide a ready use for "surplus
renewable energy"?
MODERATOR:
Ken Dragoon, Renewable Hydrogen Alliance
SPEAKER:
Shanna Brownstein, NW Natural
Vladimir Shepsis, Applied Ocean Energy Corporation
Gareth Davies, Aquatera
David Hume, U.S. Department of Energy

	
  

	
  

10:45- 12:00 p.m.

OSW: Floating Offshore Wind: State of the Technologies

Floating offshore wind technologies hold great promise opening vast ocean reaches beyond fifty-meters depth.
As bottom-mounted wind technologies continue to accelerate deployment and use the best sites, how will
floating OSW build on that progress and continue development beyond the shallow coastal areas? This panel
will highlight the latest technologies, review the projects underway, and discuss the future of this technology.
MODERATOR:
Amy Robertson, National Renewable Energy Laboratory
SPEAKER:
Anthony Viselli, University of Maine
Antoine Peiffer, Principle Power Inc.
Jim Lanard, Magellan Wind
Ben Akers, Glosten Inc.
12:00- 1:15 p.m.

Networking Lunch

1:15- 2:30 p.m.

MHK: Serving Maritime Markets: The Role of Test Facilities

Test facilities and international standards development have primarily targeted grid markets for marine energy.
Join us for a discussion among test facility operators and leaders in the standards community about how their
activities can support and grow global maritime markets for marine energy.
MODERATOR:
Brian Polagye, Pacific Marine Energy Center
SPEAKER:
Burke Hales, PacWave
Steve Dewitt, US Department of Energy
Bill Staby, Resolute Marine Energy
Pat Cross, University of Hawaii
1:15- 2:30 p.m.

OSW: State of the Sector: Projects and Prospects

Over the past several years, a number of one-off deployments of prototype floating offshore wind turbines have
occurred. Today, we are in the middle of about 200 megawatts of deployments, including Equinor's recent 30
megawatt Hywind Scotland Pilot Project. Through 2025, there are about 2 GW of projects in the pipeline. Come
hear from these leaders of the OSW sector as they describe their projects and the prospects for this exciting
industry.
MODERATOR:
Tim Taylor, Stoel Rives
SPEAKER:
Alla Weinstein, Trident Winds Inc.
Michael Olsen, Equinor
Kevin Banister, Principle Power Inc.
2:30- 3:00 p.m.

	
  

Networking Break

	
  

3:00- 4:15 p.m.

Powering the Blue Economy

Marine renewable energy is a growing sector with significant economic, social, and environmental upsides. But
this sector is part of a larger cluster of marine related industries that collectively constitute the "blue economy."
This panel will discuss the development of marine renewables within the context of the blue economy, and
explore how marine renewables can build on this growing sector and contribute to its growth.
MODERATOR:
Simon Geerlofs, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
SPEAKER:
Sandra Whitehouse, Ocean Conservancy
Craig McLean, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Greg Murphy, The Maritime Alliance
Tim Ramsey, US Department of Energy
Brian Young, Washington State Department of Commerce
4:15- 5:30 p.m.

Looking for Synergies: Opportunities to Advance Both Sectors

This panel will host a variety of speakers well positioned to speak to areas where the OSW sector and the MHK
sector share common challenges and opportunities.
MODERATOR:
Jason Busch, Pacific Ocean Energy Trust
SPEAKER:
Genevra Harker Klimes, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Daniel Laird, National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Kevin Banister, Principle Power Inc.
Gareth Davies, Aquatera

5:30 p.m.

	
  

Closing Remarks and Announcements

	
  

SPEAKERS
Kwansun Ahn

Chief Strategy Officer
Ingine, Inc.
Kwansun Ahn serves as Chief Strategy Officer for Ingine, Inc. He is responsible for Global Strategy and North America
market development. Prior to Ingine, he served as CEO of biotech startup Anivive Lifesciences. Kwansun also held
leadership positions at Hyundai Motor Group in strategy and finance, including CFO of Hyundai Capital America. Before
taking corporate roles, Kwansun was a McKinsey & Company strategy consultant in Chicago, London, and Seoul offices.
He holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and earned a BA in economics from Seoul National University.

Ben Akers
Vice President
Glosten, Inc.
Ben is a naval architect offering 21 years of marine industry experience. A graduate of Webb Institute with an MBA from the
University of Washington, Ben led Glosten’s Ocean Engineering and Analysis group from 2010 to 2018. He has contributed to
projects involving design of barges, ferries, research vessels, and special-service platforms for construction, aerospace,
and renewable energy clients. Most recently, this work includes functional design of a 20,000- ton liquid-gas-carrier,
development of Glosten’s PelaStar TLP wind turbine foundation, and design support to WEC developers. As Vice President,
he leads the firm in corporate finance, business strategy, and innovation.

Gabriel Alsenas
Director
Southeast National Marine Renewable Energy Center
Gabriel Alsenas serves as Director at Florida Atlantic University’s Southeast National Marine Renewable Energy Center. A
native of Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Alsenas completed his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Ocean and Systems Engineering at FAU. He is
the Convener of IEC/ISO’s TC-114 Maintenance Team 62600-200 (tidal power performance) technical standards development
project team, Chief US delegate for the IECRE certification and conformity Marine Energy Operating Management
Committee, Treasurer of the US National Committee for IEC’s Renewable Energy Conformity Assessment, and board
member of the American Renewable Energy Standards and Certification Association.

Kevin Banister

Vice President
Principle Power, Inc

Kevin Banister is Vice President, Development for Principle Power, Inc., the owner/designer of the proprietary WindFloat
technology, a floating foundation for offshore wind turbines. The WindFloat enables access to the world class wind resource
in deeper waters further from shore, and also presents a paradigm shift in the way offshore wind is deployed, reducing cost
and risk across the spectrum. In his position, he leads Principle Power’s business development activities around the world,
which include interactions with utilities, developers, government officials, stakeholders and policy makers in Europe, Asia
and the United States. Based in Portland, Oregon, USA, Mr. Banister is a long-time renewable energy professional with
experience in energy policy, energy project development and contract negotiation and planning. He was an appointment by
the Governor in Oregon to the state’s renewable energy task force, that established the state’s Renewable Portfolio
Standard. He has also served on the board for the Ocean Renewable Energy Coalition (OREC), various regional organizations
and is today the Board Chair for the Pacific Ocean Energy Trust (POET). Kevin is a graduate of the University of California at
Santa Barbara and holds an MSc in Economic Development from the London School of Economics.

Shanna Brownstein
Policy Manager
NW Natural

Shanna Brownstein serves as NW Natural’s environmental and community policy manager, working on local and regional
utility issues and environmental policies. Prior to joining NW Natural in 2011, she managed policy and government affairs at
The Climate Trust, an organization focused on carbon finance and offsets. She is a certified whitewater rafting guide
and enjoys hiking and skiing, eating good food, and hanging with her family. She received a master's degree in
public administration from Columbia University in New York City and a bachelor’s in government and international studies
from Colby College in Waterville, Maine.

Dr. Benjamin D. Best

Environmental Data Scientist
EcoQuants LLC

Ben is an environmental data scientist with a background in marine spatial ecology based in Santa Barbara, CA. Prior to
founding EcoQuants, he lectured at UC Santa Barbara’s Bren School of Environmental Science & Management and was the
senior analyst for the Ocean Health Index, a research project housed at the National Center for Ecological Analysis and
Synthesis. In 2016, he completed a PhD at Duke University’s Marine Geospatial Ecology Lab. There he worked on Marine
Geospatial Ecology Tools, OBIS-SEAMAP marine animal observation geoportal, Census of Marine Life Map & Viz and
predictive distribution modeling of cetaceans.

Dr. Andrea Copping
Oceanographer and Senior Research Scientist
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Andrea Copping is an oceanographer and senior research scientist for Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, focusing on
environmental effects of offshore wind, wave and tidal energy development, and the role that these effects play in technology
development and project initiation across the nation. Using risk-based approaches, Dr. Copping leads a research team that
integrates laboratory, field, and modeling measurements into a coherent body of evidence to support siting and permitting
decisions. Andrea leads Annex IV – an international project on environmental effects of marine energy development that
shares environmental effects information to benefit from progress made around the world.

Pat Cross

Ocean Energy
University of Hawaii
Former U.S. Naval oceanographer and submariner. Previously worked for small research firm on Navy-related underwater
acoustics and autonomous vehicle research. Now at UH, Hawaii Natural Energy Institute, managing research support to the
Navy's Wave Energy Test Site.

Dr. Gareth Davies
Managing Director
Aquatera Ltd
Based in Orkney, Gareth is Managing Director of Aquatera Ltd and is currently serving on the board of the Orkney Renewable
Energy Forum (OREF). He has worked as an environmental consultant for over 20 years, specializing in marine issues. His
involvement in marine renewables started in the early 1990s, undertaking the EIA for the Osprey wave energy device. After
working in Azerbaijan and the FSU for 3 years he returned to Orkney in 2000 as interest in renewables was beginning to take
off. Since then he has undertaken numerous projects ranging from strategic planning & assessment, through baseline
investigations, risk assessment, site selections & resource assessment studies to operations support tasks for both wave
and tidal developers. Latterly he has been involved in the strategic thinking to put the pieces of the jigsaw together that
should enable the marine renewables sector to develop and flourish to its full potential.

Steve Dewitt

Technology Manager
Department of Energy
Mr. DeWitt is a Technology Manager in the Department of Energy (DOE) Water Power Technology Office. In this capacity, he
manages various Marine Renewable Energy industry and DOE laboratory projects. Mr. DeWitt’s experience include
assignments as NAVSEA Director of Naval Shipyard Operations, Deputy Corporate Operations Naval Warfare Center
Carderock Division, and Engineering Department Head Trident Refit Facility.

Ken Dragoon

Executive Director
Renewable Hydrogen Alliance
Ken is a three-plus decade veteran of the electric power industry. He founded Flink Energy Consulting in 2014, helping clients
in the transition to renewable energy and now also serves as Executive Director of the nonprofit Renewable Hydrogen
Alliance (RenewableH2.org) advocating using surplus renewable electricity to make climate-neutral fuels. He started in
hydro resource planning at Bonneville Power Administration, and transitioned to managing other renewable resources at
PacifiCorp, Renewable Northwest, Northwest Power and Conservation Council, and Ecofys (now Navigant). He
authored Valuing Wind Generation on Integrated Power Systems (2010) and holds an MS in physics from University of New
Hampshire.

Donald Furman
Director
Fix the Grid

Don Furman is the director of Fix the Grid, a campaign to create a equitable, low carbon grid in the West. Most recently, Don
was the Senior Vice President of External Affairs for Iberdrola Renewables, Inc. (now Avangrid Renewables); he also chaired
the board of the American Wind Energy Association. Don was previously with PacifiCorp, most recently as Senior Vice
President of External Affairs. He founded and served as the first President of PPM Energy, now Avangrid Renewables. He
holds a BA in economics from Northwestern University in 1979, and a J.D. from Lewis and Clark Law School in 1982.

Cherise Gaffney
Partner
Stoel Rives LLP

Cherise Gaffney is a Partner at the law firm Stoel Rives LLP, General Counsel of Northwest Hydroelectric Association and
past Vice President and Board Member of the National Hydropower Association. Cherise advises energy clients, including
hydropower developers and owners and wave and tidal energy projects on a variety of complex federal natural resources law
permitting and compliance matters. In 2015, she received the “Women with Hydro Vision Award” from HydroVision
International.” Representative clients include developers and owners of hydropower dams, liquid natural gas facilities, oil
and gas facilities, and wave and tidal energy projects.

Paul Gay
Vice President
SMI
Mr. Gay is a veteran lobbyist and federal marketing specialist with over twenty years of public policy experience in
Washington, D.C. Mr. Gay leverages his network to help SMl's clients secure investments in technology R&D programs. Mr.
Gay currently serves as a co-chair of the National Hydropower Association's Marine Energy Council. Prior to joining SMI, Mr.
Gay served as Deputy Legislative Director for the late Senator Robert Byrd, Deputy Chief of Staff for Rep. Brian Baird and
Legislative Director for Rep. Rick Boucher, focusing on appropriations, energy and the environment.

Simon Geerlofs

Program Manager
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, on Assignment to the DOE Water Power Technologies Office
Simon Geerlofs is a Program Manager for Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, specializing in the intersection of maritime
technology, coastal economies, and renewable energy. Mr. Geerlofs is currently serving on assignment to the Department
of Energy, Water Power Technologies Office to connect marine renewable energy technologies and stakeholders to the
broader set of opportunities within the Blue Economy. Previous to his employment with PNNL, Mr. Geerlofs gained extensive
experience with local jurisdictions and diverse stakeholder groups engaged in coastal management issues as the Marine
Programs Manager for the Northwest Straits Commission. Before that, Mr. Geerlofs served as a Legislative Assistant for
ocean policy to Senator Maria Cantwell, working closely with Congress, constituents, agencies, and others to enact effective
marine policy. Simon has a master’s degree from the University of Washington School of Marine Affairs and served as a John
A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellow in 2006.

Patrick Gilman

Program Manager
Wind Energy Technologies Office, U.S. Department of Energy
Patrick Gilman joined the U.S. Department of Energy's Wind Energy Technologies Office in 2008 and currently serves as its
program manager for analysis and modeling. In this role, Patrick leads DOE’s efforts to evaluate potential wind energy
R&D opportunities and understand how changes in technology and the market are affecting wind's place in the energy
landscapes of today and tomorrow. He was the principal DOE author of the 2016 DOE/DOI National Offshore Wind Strategy.

Burke Hales

Professor
Oregon State University
Burke Hales is a professor of ocean ecology and biogeochemistry at Oregon State University. He earned degrees in chemical
engineering and chemical oceanography at the University of Washington, and served as a Department of Energy
Distinguished Postdoctoral Fellow in Climate Change at Columbia University before joining the faculty at Oregon State. His
research focuses on the ocean’s carbon cycles at its boundaries: The seafloor, the air-sea interface, and the land-ocean
margins. As a testament to his technical innovation in ocean science research, Hales is the inventor of the “Burke-o-Lator,”
a system that has revolutionized shore-based ocean acidification monitoring. More recently, he is the principal investigator
of PacWave, a grid-connected wave energy test facility.

John Hansen

Coordinator
West Coast Regional Ocean Partnership (formerly West Coast RPB)
John Hansen is the Coordinator of the Regional Ocean Partnership for the West Coast, which is currently transitioning from
previous efforts of the West Coast Regional Planning Body (RPB) and West Coast Ocean Partnership. Since 2014 the group
has worked with federally-recognized tribal governments, states and federal agencies to develop more effective governance
and enhanced stakeholder engagement in ocean management. Before coordinating the West Coast RPB, Mr. Hansen
coordinated the West Coast Ecosystem-based Management (EBM) Network, a 501c3 organization focused on enhancing
local ocean management, and for the State of Washington on aquatic lands policy. Mr. Hansen received his B.S. in Aquatic
Biology from the University of California at Santa Barbara, and his Master’s of Marine Affairs from the University of
Washington.

Genevra Harker-Klimes

Manager
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Genevra Harker-Klimes is manager of the Coastal Research and Coastal Modelling Groups at the Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory. She is leading the Triton Initiative, a capability set up by DOE to support the development of environmental
technologies specifically for studies around marine renewable energy devices. She joined PNNL in 2015, having been an
environmental consultant for renewable energy in Europe for the previous 13 years. Prior to that, she worked for an
oceanographic survey company taking offshore measurements for numerous projects around the world (usually in high
seas!). She has a PhD and MSc in physical oceanography from Bangor University, Wales, and a BSc in physical geography
from the University of Sheffield, England. She is also studying for an LLM in Energy Law and Policy, from the University of
Dundee, Scotland.

Bill Holmes

Partner
K&L Gates

Mr. Holmes focuses his practice in the area of energy and infrastructure projects and transactions with an emphasis on wind
energy, solar energy, and energy storage. Bill has been listed in Best Lawyers since 2007, and in the past three years has
been named “Lawyer of the Year” for the Portland Metro Area in Energy Law (2017, 2019) and Energy Regulatory Law (2018).

Peter Kobos
Manager, Water Power Technologies Department
Sandia National Laboratories
Peter H. Kobos has been a research economist at Sandia National Laboratories (SNL) in Albuquerque, New Mexico, since
2003, and is currently the Water Power Department manager. He has published in Contemporary Economic Policy, Energy
Policy, Environmental Science and Technology, the International Journal of Greenhouse Gas Control, and the Journal of Water
Resources Planning and Management,

Dr. Sharon Kramer

Principal
H. T. Harvey & Associates
Dr. Sharon Kramer is a principal and lead fish ecologist at H. T. Harvey & Associates, with more than 25 years of experience
practicing aquatic ecology and fisheries biology in the Pacific Northwest, California, Australia, and Hawai'i. Sharon has a
unique combination of marine expertise, firsthand experience with regulations relevant to marine renewable energy projects,
and a nuanced understanding of stakeholder positions and relationships that has been essential in the permitting and
licensing of many of the marine renewable energy projects on the West Coast, and in the development of key studies and
publications.

Dr. Daniel Laird

Director, National Wind Technology Center
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Dr. Daniel Laird is Director of the National Wind Technology Center (NWTC) at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory
(NREL) in Colorado. Prior to joining NREL in 2015, he spent 19 years at Sandia National Laboratories reliability. He received
his M.S. and Ph.D, degrees in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Wisconsin-Madison where he is the current
chair of the Industrial Advisory Board.

Jim Lanard
CEO
Magellan Wind
Jim Lanard is president and co-founder, in 2014, of Magellan Wind, a developer working on floating offshore wind projects;
Magellan has entered into a Joint Development Agreement with Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners for these projects. Jim
is founder and former President of the Offshore Wind Development Coalition, which helped lay the groundwork for an
extension of federal offshore wind tax credits and secure critical improvements in the federal leasing regime for offshore
wind sites on the outer continental shelf. Before launching OffshoreWindDC, Jim worked for more than six years in the
offshore wind industry, first as director of strategic planning and advocacy initiatives at Bluewater Wind and later as a
Managing Director of Deepwater Wind.

Reenst Lesemann
CEO
Columbia Power Technologies
Before joining Columbia Power Technologies, Reenst Lesemann was a co-founder and Managing Director of Tall Oaks
Capital Partners, a seed and early stage venture firm. Prior to Tall Oaks, Reenst ran a series of successful businesses
including a maritime logistics spin off, TradeSource, Inc., that he created, led and managed. During his career, he has been
responsible for all aspects of business management including strategic planning, marketing, and information services. He
currently serves as Co-Chair for the Marine Energy Council and as a Board Member of the National Hydopower Association
and Lumin, an energy efficiency start-up. Mr. Lesemann has a BA from the University of North Carolina and an MBA from
the University of Virginia Darden Graduate School of Business.

Suzanne Leta

Global Market Strategy
SunPower
Suzanne Leta leads global market strategy for SunPower. Her role focuses on shifting global market and policy dynamics
and its impact on SunPower manufacturing, product development and sales in all business segments - residential,
commercial and utilityscale. Her responsibilities include directing new strategic business initiatives, guiding corporate
multi-year planning, early stage business development, and new market entry. Suzanne brings fifteen years of experience
in clean energy to the SunPower team. She came to SunPower after leading the U.S. power and renewables business for
Atkins, a global design, engineering and project management consultancy. Her experience also includes utility-scale project
development at RES Americas. Prior to entering the for-profit sector, Suzanne directed clean energy, climate change and
energy efficiency policy initiatives for non-profit advocacy organizations. She holds a BA, Summa Cum Laude, from the
University of Pennsylvania.

Prof. Tony Lewis
Chief Technical Officer
Ocean Energy USA LLC.
Prof. Lewis has special competence in ocean energy development, maritime systems and offshore engineering with over 40
years of experience. Prof. Tony Lewis is Emeritus Beaufort Professor at University College Cork (UCC), Ireland and a Co-PI
at the Science Foundation Ireland Centre for Marine and Renewable Energy (MaREI). Prof. Lewis joined Ocean Energy in
2014 as Chief Technical Officer to support the development of the OE Buoy wave energy converter towards
commercialization. The OE Buoy is a floating oscillating water column wave energy device with the OE35 500kW machine
under construction at the Vigor shipyard, Portland.

Brad Ling

Research and Development Engineer
Northwest Energy Innovations
Bradley A Ling received the B.S degree in Mechanical Engineering from Rochester Institute of Technology in 2013, and the
M.S degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Oregon State University in 2015. He is a Research and Development Engineer
at Northwest Energy Innovations, where he is the technical lead for the development of the Azura wave technology. His work
at NWEI focuses on hydrodynamic modeling, control system design, design optimization, and physical testing of wave energy
converters.

Craig McLean

Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR) and Acting NOAA Chief Scientist
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Craig McLean is the Assistant Administrator for NOAA’s Oceanic and Atmospheric Research and serves as the acting NOAA
Chief Scientist. He is responsible for NOAA’s research enterprise including a network of research laboratories and programs
that deliver mission-aligned science NOAA uses to produce operational products to protect life and property, promote
science-informed decision-making, and sustain a robust economy. Mr. McLean served 25 years in NOAA’s Commissioned
Corps, directed the Smithsonian Institution’s Sant Ocean Hall planning, and founded NOAA’s Ocean Exploration Program.
As an attorney, Mr. McLean has also practiced marine resource law for NOAA.

Dr. Marisa McNatt

University of Colorado
Marisa McNatt completed her Ph.D. in Environmental Studies in June 2018 from the University of Colorado, Boulder and
earned an MA in Environmental Journalism from CU Boulder in 2011. Her dissertation findings offer lessons learned for U.S.
offshore wind energy policy, and include a comparative case study of the impact of policies and decision processes on
proposed US offshore wind farms. Findings include that a state’s institutional structure, and key decision makers’ values,
resources, and strategies are undervalued drivers of U.S. offshore wind development, even while considering other factors
(e.g., public opinion levels, market conditions). She is currently working part-time for POET.

Dr. Dev Millstein

Research Scientist
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
Dev Millstein is a Research Scientist within Berkeley Lab’s Energy Technology Area, who uses atmospheric science tools,
specifically meteorological, climate and air quality modeling, and satellite observations, to inform policy and economic
decision making processes. Dr. Millstein leads research across a diverse range of topics, including the assessment of wind
resource variability, renewable power and grid-integration, heat island mitigation, and air quality. Dr. Millstein received a
B.A. in economics from Vassar College and a Ph.D. in environmental engineering from the University of California-Berkeley.

Mike Morrow, P.E.
CEO
M3 Wave, LLC

Mike Morrow, PE, is the Chief Executive Officer of M3 Wave and has more than 25 years of experience commercializing
innovations with companies such as Hewlett Packard, Nike, and M3 Wave. Mike serves as the industry representative on the
Mobile Ocean Test Berth Stakeholder Committee for the Northwest National Marine Renewable Energy Center. As coinventor of the DMP Ocean Power Device, Mike built and tested the original DMP prototype in 1991. Mike has numerous US
and international patents for a broad range of intellectual property areas. Current IP work includes DMP enhancements,
low-cost/high-efficiency bi-di turbine designs, and self-deploying WEC systems. Mike has a BSME from Oregon State
University with a specialization in turbomachinery, aerodynamics, and gas dynamics.

Dr. Tim Mundon
Chief Engineer
Oscilla Power

Dr. Tim Mundon has more than 15 years’ experience working on the development of wave energy and is currently the Chief
Engineer for Oscilla Power. Dr. Mundon received his Ph.D. from the University of Edinburgh in 2005. He is also currently
involved with a number of research projects and is an affiliate assistant professor at the University of Washington.

Greg Murphy

Executive Director
The Maritime Alliance
Greg Murphy started as Executive Director of The Maritime Alliance in November 2015 and helps manage the non-profit
industry association and organizer of the largest BlueTech cluster in the United States, focusing on 16 sectors of the Blue
Economy. Now in its 12th year, The Maritime Alliance (TMA) mission is “promoting sustainable, science-based ocean and
water industries” and it focuses on business ecosystem development, economic development and international outreach. In
January 2017, TMA helped launch the global BlueTech Cluster Alliance that includes 10 leading BlueTech clusters from 8
countries including Canada, France, Ireland, Norway, Portugal, Spain, the UK and US.

Mike Olsen

Senior Director, Business Development
Equinor
Mike Olsen is Senior Director, Business Development in Equinor’s New Energy Solutions business area, where his focus
includes stakeholder engagement, public policy, and regulatory issues that impact the company’s offshore wind activities in
the U.S. He was previously Senior Counsel in the Washington, D.C. office of Bracewell and Giuliani. Before joining Bracewell,
Mike served for almost six years in the Bush Administration at the U.S. Department of the Interior, most recently as Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management. In that capacity, he oversaw a wide range of energy and
environmental issues, including the development of offshore renewable energy.

Rebecca O’Neil

Program Manager
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Ms. Rebecca O’Neil is a program manager for Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL), serving as the lab relationship
manager for the US DOE EERE Renewable Energy portfolio and conducting research related to energy storage, electricity
market design, sustainable hydropower and marine energy development. Currently Rebecca is on rotation to US DOE’s Water
Power Technologies Office to stand up a new research initiative on the grid value of hydropower resources. She joined PNNL
in 2015 from the Oregon Department of Energy, where she represented the agency on water power development, the
renewable portfolio standard, and a multi-million-dollar portfolio of federal grants ranging from agricultural efficiency to
woodstove replacement. Before her state service, she managed the multifamily energy efficiency program for a contractor
of Energy Trust of Oregon, and for years, worked for American Rivers representing a coalition of river conservation and
recreation organizations in federal hydropower dam licensing. She serves on multiple organizational boards and advisory
groups related to renewable energy.

Antoine Peiffer

Business Development Manager
Principle Power Inc.
Antoine is a passionate advocate for offshore floating wind turbines. In 2009, he joined the engineering team of Principle
Power Inc., an innovative technology and services provider for the offshore deep-water wind energy sector. Antoine initially
worked on the WindFloat technology development for nearly a decade, as the lead engineer for the aero-hydro group of the
company. In his new role at Principle Power, he aims at accelerating the commercialization of the WindFloat technology
around the world by developing and executing global market entry strategies, which involves a thorough assessment of the
supply chain and port infrastructure.

Brian Polagye

Director
Pacific Marine Energy Center
Brian Polagye is the Director of the Pacific Marine Energy Center and an Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering at
the University of Washington. His research focuses on marine energy, with an emphasis on experimental optimization of
marine enerqy converters and development of environmental monitoring technologies.

Aaron Porter

Project Manager
Mott MacDonald
Aaron Porter, PE, is a coastal engineer with more than seven years of experience in ports and coastal engineering. He is a
project manager at Mott MacDonald, a global consulting firm, and is located at the Edmonds, WA office. His experience
includes supporting port and energy clients in the public and private sectors, with projects including marine navigation
channel design, marine renewables, hydrodynamic modeling of oceans and rivers, and the design of coastal structures and
beaches.

Chris Potter

Environmental Scientist
California Natural Resources Agency/California Ocean Protection Council
Chris Potter joined the California Natural Resources Agency in 1996 to assist in implementing the state’s Wetlands
Conservation Policy. As an Environmental Scientist, his current duties and responsibilities include, but are not limited to,
coordinator of the California Marine Renewable Energy Work Group, state co-chair of the California Coastal Sediment
Management Workgroup and co-convener of the California Interagency OCS Decommissioning Work Group. Prior to coming
to the Natural Resources Agency, Chris was a committee consultant for the California Senate Natural Resources Committee
where he worked on a wide range of state legislation including water pollution, stream protection and restoration, and
fisheries. In addition to working for state government, Chris has many years of experience working for private environmental
consulting firms. His educational background at both the undergraduate and graduate level includes civil engineering,
natural resources, and environmental management.

Tim Ramsey

Program Manager- Marine and Hydrokinetic
U.S. Department of Energy
Tim Ramsey currently serves as the Program Manager for the Water Power Technologies Office’s Marine Energy Program.
In this role, he leads the Program’s efforts to conduct early-stage R&D specific to Marine Energy applications, supporting
the development of new, cutting-edge technologies and the establishment of a strong and competitive Marine Energy
industry in the United States. The Program provides substantial financial support to researchers at a wide range of different
organizations to focus on solutions to high priority challenges broadly applicable across the industry. Tim holds a Bachelor
of Science in Chemical Engineering from Ohio University.

Jesse Roberts

Water Power Environmental Lead
Sandia National Labs
Jesse Roberts has led Sandia National Laboratories' Marine and Hydrokinetic (MHK) Market Acceleration efforts within the
Water Power Technologies department since its inception in 2009. He also leads cross cutting research on sediment stability
and infrastructure impact analysis for Offshore Wind. Jesse has been with Sandia for 19 years where he began his career
working on water resource and sediment management research. He received his Master's Degree in Mechanical and
Environmental Engineering from the University of California at Santa Barbara in 1998.

Amy Robertson

Senior Engineer
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Dr. Amy Robertson is a senior engineer at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in the United States, where she has
worked since 2010. She leads the offshore wind modeling activities at NREL, including verification and validation of NREL's
in-house tool, FAST. She also co-chairs IEA Wind Task 30 focused on developing, verifying, and validating simulation models
for offshore wind turbines. She has a Ph.D. in Aerospace Engineering Sciences from the University of Colorado.

Adam Schultz

Senior Policy Analyst
Oregon Department of Energy
Adam Schultz is a Senior Policy Analyst at the Oregon Department of Energy focused on grid integration and resiliency
issues. He also serves on Energy Trust of Oregon’s Renewable Energy Advisory Council and the Demand Response and
Resource Adequacy Advisory Committees of the Northwest Power Council. Prior to joining the Department, Adam managed
the UC Davis Energy Institute. He also has experience on the RPS team at the California Public Utilities Commission and as
the Wayne Morse Legal Fellow for U.S. Senator Ron Wyden. Adam has a B.A. from Tufts University and a J.D. from the
Benjamin Cardozo School of Law.

Dr. William Shaw

Wind Energy Program Lead
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Dr. Shaw is a boundary layer meteorologist with broad observational and analysis experience in marine and complex terrain
boundary layers. His professional experience includes leading research teams in multi-institutional and international field
measurement programs and managing numerous projects for the U.S. Department of Energy, the Department of Homeland
Security, and the Department of Defense. He currently manages the wind energy research portfolio at PNNL and serves
DOE's Wind Energy Technologies Office on the Executive Management Committee of DOE's Atmosphere to Electrons (A2e)
program with responsibilities particularly for the atmospheric sciences component of that effort.

Dr. Vladimir Shepsis

Principal
Applied Ocean Energy Corporation
Dr. Vladimir Shepsis, Principal of Applied Ocean Energy Corp., founder and former principal of Coast & Harbor Engineering
Company, has more than 45 years of U.S. and international experience with various coastal and ocean engineering projects
related to renewable wave and tidal energy, navigation, shoreline protection, marine transportation, and coastal projects.
His in-depth knowledge of ocean and coastal processes and capabilities for computer simulations hydrodynamics of waves,
currents, coastal littoral and morphologic processes enhances the quality of the design and reduces the overall time and
cost of the project. Dr. Shepsis was a National (USA) Project Manager of the U.S. Civilian Research and Development
Foundation FSTM Grant UM2-5013-KV-03. Dr. Shepsis was a U.S. Project Manager for the European Union Grant to conduct
large-scale physical modeling at the largest-scale hydraulic facility in the world, in Hannover, Germany. The European Union
Grant was awarded to Coast & Harbor Engineering, in collaboration with University of Rome (Italy), University of Bologna
(Italy), and University of Edinburgh (UK), to investigate wave forces on overwater structures such as bridges and piers during
extreme events (tsunamis, hurricanes, etc.). For his contributions to the coastal engineering industry, in general and
specifically for unique and successful coastal projects in the Pacific Northwest, the Washington State Society of Professional
Engineers and Puget Sound Engineering Council awarded Dr. Shepsis with the Professional Engineer of the Year Award in
2016.

Bill Staby
CEO
Resolute Marine Energy, Inc.
Bill Staby is co-founder and CEO of Boston-based Resolute Marine Energy which is developing a technology that
harnesses ocean wave energy to provide clean water and electricity for remote and off-grid communities. Bill is a board
member of the World Ocean Council and the Marine Renewable Energy Collaborative. He heads the U.S. delegation
to IEC TC-114 which is developing technical standards and certification processes for the marine renewable energy
industry. Bill also serves on the Technical Advisory Committee of the University of North Carolina-Coastal Studies
Institute.

Necy Sumait

Chief of Renewable Energy
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) Pacific Region
Necitas (Necy) Sumait is the Chief of the Renewable Energy Section for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM)
Pacific Region. In her present position, Ms. Sumait is responsible for managing the leasing program for offshore wind and
marine and hydrokinetic energy research and commercial development in federal waters off California, Oregon, Washington
and Hawaii. Ms. Sumait has extensive background in the development of energy projects from inception through financial
closing, commissioning and operations. She has broad experience in siting, regulatory compliance, governmental and
community relations and legislative affairs.

Tim Taylor

Attorney
Stoel Rives LLP
Tim Taylor is one of Sacramento's best known environmental and landuse lawyers. He helps energy, general commercial,
and industrial developers achieve compliance with California's numerous land use and environmental laws, with a particular
focus on the California Environmental Quality Act. During his 30-year career, Tim has dealt extensively with a wide range
of local, state, and federal agencies and an array of environmental statutes. In addition to his private sector work, Tim
has represented a number of public agencies on state planning, zoning, development and environmental law matters. Through
his career, Tim has mitigated dozens of environmental cases with many reported decisions.

Dr. Anthony Viselli, PE

Manager, Offshore Model Testing and Structural Design
University of Maine
Dr. Anthony Viselli, P.E., is the manager of offshore model testing and structural design at the University of Maine Advanced
Structures and Composites Center with over fifteen years of experience in the research, design, testing, and construction of
innovative marine structures. Dr. Viselli has played a key role in the development of a novel concrete floating foundation
technology for offshore wind turbines and is the lead design engineer for a floating 12MW demonstration project off the
Northeast coast planned for construction in 2021 funded by the US Department of Energy.

Alla Weinstein

Founder & CEO
Trident Winds Inc.
Alla has been in the field of marine renewables for over 17 years. Prior to founding Trident Winds, a deep water offshore
wind project development company, she founded and ran two marine renewables technology startups and an ocean energy
industry association. She is Governor Inslee’s Appointee to the Washington state Marine Advisory Council and an
Ambassador with the DOE’s Women in Clean Energy Initiative. Alla was ranked 20 in the first Women’s Power List compiled
by the industry intelligence service, A Word About Wind. She is an active member of the American Wind Energy
Association.

Dr. Sandra Whitehouse

AltaSea and Ocean Conservancy
Dr. Sandra Whitehouse is a consultant who uses her marine science expertise to advise clients on ocean policies focused on
how to advance ocean health and sustainably develop coastal and offshore projects. Her clients have included
governments, companies and nonprofit organizations. Currently she serves as the Chief Scientific Officer for AltaSea,
the Senior Policy Advisor to Ocean Conservancy and as a Nonresident Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council. She is on the
board of The National Center for Science Education. Dr. Whitehouse holds a B.S. from Yale University and a Ph.D. from
the University of Rhode Island.

Captain Rick Williams

US Navy (Ret)
Founder and principal of Oregon Applied Research, LLC.
Rick is an engineer, mariner, and program manager with over 42 years of experience in the maritime sector. He consults
to clients on complex, multi-disciplinary projects. Rick is a founding board member of the Oregon Wave Energy Trust
(OWET) and a Fellow Emeritus of the Explorers Club. Rick graduated from OSU, completed the Naval Nuclear Power
Program, and holds an MBA from San Diego State University. He recently completed the PSU Graduate Certificate in
Energy Policy & Management and was appointed as a Senior Fellow in the Center for Public Service. His focus is energy
policy and disaster-resilient power systems.

Bryce Yonkers

Executive Director

Bryce Yonkers
serves as the executive director for Smart Grid Northwest. He heads up strategic development, programs and
Smart
Grid NW
operations for the organization which is working to move grid modernization forward in the Pacific Northwest. Bryce also is
the principal of EnerTec Development where he helps energy tech firms accelerate their position in the marketplace. He
holds a bachelor degree in business administration from Pepperdine University and an international MBA from IE in Spain.
In his spare time, Bryce enjoys spending time with his wife and children, and being in the NW outdoors most often with a flyrod in hand.

David Hume

Program Manager

U.S. Department of Energy
David is a maritime professional who has spent over ten years working in various sectors of the Blue Economy, including: the
merchant marine, maritime defense, ocean robotics, and marine renewable energy. He is a graduate of the US Merchant
Marine Academy and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology where he focused on energy and sustainability. David
currently works as a marine engineer supporting the marine renewable energy portfolio at the U.S. Department of Energy's
Water Power Technologies Office and is the founder of The Liquid Grid an educational website for marine clean tech.

Trident Winds Inc. was established in 2015 to develop deepwater offshore wind projects that became
possible with maturing floating offshore wind technology.
In 2018 Trident Winds formed a joint venture with EnBW AG, one of the largest German utilities.
EnBW, with a workforce of 20,000 employees, supplies electricity, gas, water and energy-related
products and services to over 5.5 million customers. EnBW is planning, developing and operating a
portfolio of 1,846 MW of offshore wind.
The joint venture is focusing on obtaining the site lease from BOEM for 1GW floating offshore wind
project off the coast of Morro Bay, CA and is in the queue with CAISO for the grid connection.

PMEC is a consortium of universities focused on the responsible advancement of marine energy,
including wave, tidal, riverine, and offshore wind resources. Researchers from the University of
Washington, Oregon State University, and University of Alaska Fairbanks work closely with marine
energy technology developers, academic and National Laboratory researchers, coastal community
members, ocean users, federal and state regulators, and other government officials to address key
challenges in the sector and accelerate its emergence. PMEC serves as an authoritative, neutral
voice regarding the opportunities, capabilities, and effects of marine energy.
General Information
general@pmec.us

Research
research@pmec.us

Testing
testing@pmec.us

Media Inquiries
media@pmec.us

As the city’s economic development agency, Prosper Portland wants to ensure inclusive growth by
supporting the competitive industries that provide high-quality job opportunities and working to fill
those jobs with people of color and low-income residents. Portland understands the importance of
building strong clusters, and that’s why we support initiatives that strengthen cooperation and
competitive advantages for Portland companies. We have a comprehensive range of economic
development programs that includes assisting companies with access to new markets, technical
assistance and loans so they can grow and hire.
Building an Equitable Economy
www.prosperportland.us

Vigor is a values-driven, diversified industrial business operating in seven locations with 2,300
people in Oregon, Washington and Alaska. Built around a collection of powerful, unique assets and
differentiated capabilities, Vigor excels at specialized shipbuilding, ship repair and fabricating
important, complex projects in support of our nation’s infrastructure, energy and national defense.
The industries we serve include Aerospace, Nuclear, Hydro Electric, Renewables, Marine, Bridge
and Structural.
With deep respect for people and the planet, Vigor strives to be a positive, regenerative force for
good – environmentally, in the lives of its employees and in the community. More at Vigor.net.

